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Birth Photography & Doula Contract
Thank you for inviting Viktorija Christine Photography & The Belly Dance Doula Services to be a part of your upcoming birth experience! We are exclusively partnered to ensure that your parenthood journey starts off the best way it can with breathtaking, once-in-a-lifetime birth photography and exceptional, personalized doula support.
Hiring a birth photographer frees up your support people and ensures you get those important moments captured while having a doula helps build your confidence though education and ensures your own unique & positive birth experience.
Birth & labor are very unpredictable and therefore these are not typical portrait sessions. The lighting may be dim, and planning what’s going to happen can be difficult. VCP will document your labor & birth as it unfolds, in a photo-journalistic style. VCP is sensitive to your needs as a laboring woman and understands that our role is to document quietly and unobtrusively. Having been on both sides of the birth process, VCP also understands which special moments you may want and how to ensure that they are captured forever.
Birth and labor can be such an exciting, scary and mysterious time. As a Doula, TBDD will guide you through the hardest moments and help you advocate for your birth preferences and desires. Whether it be through physical comfort techniques, aromatherapy, massage or positional changes or education TBDD will help you have your best birth. 

Below are some guidelines to ensure that we can give you the best experience possible. Please read and then provide your signature on the last page.

Your Birth Photography Coverage includes:
· Pre-Birth Consultation
· On-call time beginning at 37 weeks (or sooner if considered high-risk via medial provider)
· A maximum of 10 hours of photography for labor, delivery, and post-delivery 
· Photographer’s time & talent to document your birth experience
· Photographic digital retouching/editing
· 100+ high resolution archival digital images available for download
· Ability to purchase discounted Add-on or Alternative Sessions at time of birth reservation 
· Additional hours of photography can be added to your L & D Collection for $75/hour

Your Birth Doula Support Includes:
· Two in-person prenatal visits to get to know each other and discuss your birth vision
· Education & guidance form an experience doula to develop your birth plan
· Unlimited email or phone support for questions, concerns or a safe space to vent
· 24/7 on-call doula support for your birth beginning at 37 weeks
· Full physical & emotional support from the time of arrival at your birth
· Partner support to help them meet their needs, feel helpful & be your birth support rock star
· Evidence-based, situation-relevant & non-judgmental education on interventions should the need come up during labor
· Strives to maintain a calm and peaceful environment in labor and delivery setting
· 100% guarantee you’ll be supported by a doula during your birth
· Support up to 2 hours after your baby is born to serve and give a sense of security
· One postpartum visit within 10 days of your baby’s birth to assist you with transition to parenthood, including breastfeeding and newborn care.




Please call & text Tracey & Victoria at the first sign of labor!
Tracey : 253.720.3293
Victoria : 414.335.9271







CONTACT INFORMATION & BIRTH LOCATION


First Name: __________________________________  Last Name:  ______________________________
Cell Phone Number: __________________________  Alt Phone Number:  ________________________
Email:  _______________________________________________________________________________	
Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________
Due Date:  ____________________________________________________________________________	
Labor Partner’s Name: ___________________________  Last Name:_____________________________
Cell Phone Number:   ___________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact/Relationship: ____________________________________Phone:_______________	

Birth Location:  ________________________________________________________________________
Birth Address:   ________________________________________________________________________
Labor & Delivery Floor/Location:  _________________________________________________________
Special Instructions for “After Hours”: _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________



BIRTH INFORMATION QUESTIONAIRRE
Estimated Due Date 
MM/DD/YYYY 

Birth Location  

Hospital    Birth Center       Home   	 Other

Birth Address




Have you talked to your provider about having a Birth Photographer? 
(I highly recommend having a conversation with your provider and making sure they understand you are hiring a professional to document your birth)
Yes
Not yet

What type of pregnancy is this? 
Single
Multiple

Is this your first pregnancy? 
Yes
No

Do you know the baby's sex? 
Boy
Girl
Surprise!

What is your current birth plan? 
To go into labor naturally and deliver without pain meds
To go into labor naturally and see how far I can go without meds
To go into labor naturally and definitely getting an epidural
Planned Induction
Planned Cesarean


In the event of a C-section, have you spoken with your doctor about allowing photograph in the OR?
Yes
No

Are you planning on using any birthing techniques/methods? 
Hypnobabies/Hypnobirthing
Bradley Method
Lamaze
No, we're winging it

Will you have a doula/midwife or other support team member attending the birth?
Yes
No

If yes, who(whom):______________________________________________________________________________

Please list important family that will be in attendance at the birth (any grandparents, siblings, etc. This helps me know who to look for in the waiting room, etc).



_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Anything else you would like us to know about your birth, labor plans, doctor, hospital, etc?



_____________________________________________________________________________________________

These are considered "graphic" shots by some. Please check what you wish to be captured: 
Crowning Shot
Placenta Shot
First Latch/Breastfeeding Shot
None of the above

What point of view would you like the photos to be taken? 
 Behind mom's shoulder
 Doctor/midwife's perspective
 A mixture of both

PHOTOGRAPHY & DOULA PACKAGE INFORMATION (Please select your photo package)
 Labor & Delivery Photography with Digital Image Collection & 
          24/7 Birth Doula Support from The Belly Dance Doula Services// $1350 + tax

Are you adding any Add-Ons or Alternative Photo Session upgrades to L & D Coverage? 
(Please check all that apply. Rates listed below are added to your L & D Collection. If purchased separately, discounted rates will not apply. 


 Meeting The New Addition Session with digital images // $175+ tax ($125 savings)
 Hospital Fresh 48 Session with digital images // $300+ tax ($176 savings)
 Maternity Collection with digital images // $300+ tax ($176 savings)
 In-Home Newborn Lifestyle Collection with digital images // $476+ tax
 Baby’s First Year Collection with digital images // $1250+ tax
 1- Hour Celebration Coverage; baby shower, gender reveal, etc// Digital images not included. // $175+ tax
 Not at this time.












BIRTH PHOTOGRAPHY / DOULA SERVICES TERMS & CONDITIONS

ENTIRE AGREEMENT: This agreement has been freely negotiated and contains the entire understanding between Viktorija Christine Photography, LLC, The Belly Dance Doula Services, and the CLIENT. It supersedes any prior agreement between the Client, the Photographer, the Doula or any predecessor of the Client, the Photographer and the Doula, except that this agreement shall not affect or operate to reduce any benefit or compensation to the Photographer or the Doula of a kind elsewhere provided and not expressly provided in this agreement. The only way to add or change this agreement is to do so in writing, signed by all parties. Oral changes have no effect.

COOPERATION: The Client agrees to positive cooperation and communication for the best possible result within the definition of this assignment. The Client agrees to notify Photographer and Doula of any changes, such as pertinent health information, delivery location change, or any other key elements for the birth prior to labor and delivery. Client agrees to contact the Doula AND the Photographer at first sign of labor so arrangements to attend can be made. The Photographer & the Doula are not responsible for key individual’s failure to be present, poor cooperation during photography sessions and/or missed images due to details not revealed to the Photographer. To assist with cooperation, Photographer recommends that the Client designates an individual to gather needed individuals for required portraits, point out important individuals to the Photographer, etc. In addition, the Client agrees to not interfere in any way with the Photographers or Doulas ability to conduct business in current and future endeavors. Client acknowledges that photography is an art form and that the Photographer is expected to use their artistic skills and judgements when creating images. Client is expected to familiarize themselves with the Photographer’s style of photographic work before retaining the Photographer for the Event.
I agree

RESERVATION RETAINER: Upon the Client’s signature and payment confirmation for the Reservation retainer of $500, the Photographer & the Doula will reserve the time around the Client’s EDD (2 weeks before, 2 weeks after) as the on-call period. The Reservation Deposit is non-refundable, even if the services are cancelled for any reason. The Reservation Retainer is to be paid at the time of signing the contract. The Reservation Retainer is applied towards the contracted Photography/Doula Birth Collection. *
I agree

PAYMENTS: The Client understands and agrees that the entire amount owed for the Birth Package and any Upgrades or Additions described in this contract are due on the 37th week of gestation (unless arranged otherwise in a payment plan). At this time the Photographer & the Doula will be considered on-call for Client’s birth. (Please indicate those weeks in the field below) * After the 37th week, late payments are subject to a $10 fee per each late day. Returned checks are subject to a $30 fee. Credit Cards are accepted, and payment plans are available.
*Week 37 (final payment due) *
MM/DD/YYYY

· TRAVEL EXPENSES: All travel expenses are based on the distance between the Photographer’s Studio address in Spanaway and the Event location. All Events further than 60 miles roundtrip, a travel fee of $175 plus tax will be invoiced to the Client after the birth coverage.
I agree

LIMIT OF LIABILITY: Some births happen very, very fast and the Photographer & the Doula will do everything they can to ensure the arrival within 2 hours from the initial phone call confirming labor. In the unlikely event, the Photographer or Doula cannot perform this contract due to an emergency, personal illness or other cause beyond the control of the parties, then the photographer or doula shall supple a competent photographer or doula of equal or greater skill to ensure event coverage. In the event a replacement Photographer is not available, responsibility and liability is limited to the transfer of deposits made to the session types of a Hospital Fresh 48 Session and an In-Home Newborn Lifestyle Collection rather than Labor & Delivery coverage to fulfill the obligations of photography herein contracted. Examples of this includes but are not limited to: failure to provide adequate notice of the baby's birth progress; an unexpected transport for a c-section; or a dramatic change in the birth plan. In instances like this, beyond our control, no refunds will be given. While every reasonable effort will be made to produce and deliver professional photographs of the birth, Photographer & Doula entire liability to the Client for claim, loss or injury arising from Photographer or Doula’s actions are limited to a refund to the Client of the amount paid for services.
[image: ]I agree

COVERAGE: Both parties agree to a pre-birth consultation during the third trimester (or sooner) in order to discuss the birth plan and Client’s request list for specific photographs, preferences and Doula education & support. 
Photography coverage begins at active labor and continues until one-two hours after the birth. Doula assistance & support begins at 37 weeks gestation and continues until 6 weeks after the birth. After that time period, any unfulfilled doula obligations of this contract will be deemed complete. The Photographer & Doula are on-call 24 hours a day during the time surrounding Client’s due date. The Client is responsible for contacting Viktorija Christine Photography & The Belly Dance Doula Services during the early stages of labor, immediately before leaving for the hospital, again when the doctor or midwife confirms active labor and then finally when Client is 6-7cm dilated. If the client does not alert the Photographer or Doula in time and the Photographer or Doula misses the birth, no refund shall be given. Viktorija Christine Photography, LLC and The Belly Dance Doula Services cannot be held accountable or liable for a missed birth. Good communication is essential so that the Photographer & the Doula can aim to arrive when active labor starts and stay until the birth occurs. Every reasonable effort will be made to photograph requested images, but no specific images can be promised. Should additional photography time that is not included in the agreed package be requested by the Client (to meet siblings, grandparents, etc), it will be invoiced to the Client afterwards as a Meeting the New Addition Session for $300 which includes the additional high resolution archival digital images. *
[image: ]I agree

ON-CALL PERIOD:  Photographer & Doula will reserve the time around the Client’s EDD (2 weeks before, 2 weeks after) as the on-call period estimated to begin at week 37. The Photographer & Doula will be available 24/7 for the duration of that period and will not travel out of state in that time period (unless it's a previously arranged travel and if the Client still agrees to hire Viktorija Christine Photography, LLC or The Belly Dance Doula Services.) Should the birth happen before or after the on-call period, the Photographer & Doula will do their best to attend the birth, with no guarantees. 
[image: ]I agree

HIGH RISK PREGNANCIES:  If the Client experiences a high-risk pregnancy with the possibility of delivering early, the on-call start week will be pushed back as necessary, according to what the Client’s medical provider has estimated. 
[image: ]I agree

*High Risk Pregnancy On-Call Start Date
(only applicable for High Risk pregnancies)

[image: ]MM/DD/YYYY

BIRTHING FACILITY GUIDELINES: The photographer & Doula are limited by the guidelines of the hospital or birthing facility. Client agrees to accept the technical results of their imposition on the Photographer. Viktorija Christine Photography, LLC agrees to work with the medical staff to photograph the birth entirely. The Photographer cannot be held liable for not acquiring shots due to hospital policy, emergencies or other circumstances such as (but not limited to) medical staff blocking the shot; denied access into delivery rooms, operating rooms or nursery rooms/NICU; or speedy deliveries. Negotiation with the staff for moderation of guidelines is Client’s responsibility. If Client is planning a home birth or in a birthing center, Client should check with midwife AND your back up hospital in case of a transfer. It is the Client's responsibility to make sure the hospital allows a birth photographer as well as making sure to notify Labor and Delivery staff that a birth photographer will be attending. The Client has the right to refuse any of the services Tracey Berry with The Belly Dance Doula Services offers and understands that she is not working for the hospital or midwife. VCP & The Belly Dance Doula Services do not assume any medical responsibility; including but not limited to vaginal exams, fetal heart tones, blood pressure readings, etc.
[image: ]I agree

CANCELLATION: In the event of cancellation by the Client, the reservation retainer is non-refundable. If the Client cancels before the full payment has been made, any other fees paid up to that point will be fully refunded. However, in the event of cancellation after full payment has been made and no photography services have been provided, but the Photographer or Doula have performed on-call time, the Photographer & Doula will keep the reservation retainer as previously stated and refund as follows: $300 will be refunded for any cancellations made at 38 weeks; $200 will be refunded for any cancellations made at 39 weeks; $0 will be refunded for any cancellations made at 40+ weeks. All Photography Sessions, Upgrades and/or Additions specified in this contract will be cancelled with no liability to the Photographer or the Doula. *Weeks are readjusted for high risk mothers who might deliver earlier and request earlier start of the on-call period.*
I agree

[bookmark: _Hlk536362022]FEDERAL COPYRIGHT LAWS: Photographer owns all original files and retains the rights to reproduction of any images produced in connection with this agreement.
I agree

PHOTO EDITING/REPRODUCTION: The Client understands that digital photos will be edited for contrast, color, custom cropping and / or white balance. The Photographer may, at their own discretion, edit some photos with advanced techniques to enhance the visual and / or artistic quality of the image. The Photographer does not guarantee any percentage or number of photos to be edited with advanced techniques. The photographer has the right to convert images to black and white, color and / or artistically treat images in alignment with their style at their discretion. It is understood that the final presentation of images is the Photographers final decision and images will not be reedited or reprocessed. All original images are saved over. In addition, no number of delivered images are guaranteed, and “out-takes” as well as RAW or unedited photos are never given to the Client. The Photographer has the right to display and make reproductions covered by this contract for the Photographer’s portfolio, samples, self-promotions, entry in photographic contests or art exhibitions, editorial use, or for display within or on the outside of the Photographer’s studio. 
[image: ]I agree

DELIVERY OF IMAGES/COMPLETION SCHEDULE: Digital processing for birth photography may take up to 4-6 weeks from the day of Client’s birth. Paper prints and gallery wraps take two (2) weeks, from the order date, to arrive at the Photographer’s address. The high resolution and web-sized digital images of the birth photographs will be made available to the Client in the form of a private online gallery and available to download, assuming the Outstanding Balance has been paid, in the timing mentioned above. A sneak peek is made available within 48 hours of the birth via email or text message and also via Viktorija Christine Photography, LLC’s & The Belly Dance Doula Services Facebook page, unless the Client declines. The Client is welcome to share the image, tag themselves and make the image their profile or cover image. The same sneak peek will also be posted on VCP’s Instagram account. 
[image: ]I agree

[bookmark: _Hlk536362061]GENERAL PROVISIONS: With regard to the services to be performed by Photographer or Doula pursuant to the terms of this agreement, Photographer and Doula shall not be liable to Clients, or to anyone who may claim any right due to any relationship with the Client, for acts or omissions in the performance of services on the part of the Photographer or Doula, except when said acts or omissions of the Photographer or Doula due to willful misconduct or gross negligence. Client shall hold Photographer and Doula free and harmless from any obligations, costs, claims, judgements, attorney’s fees, and attachments arising from or growing out of the services rendered to the Client pursuant to the terms of this agreement or in any way connected with the rendering of services, except when the same shall arise due to the willful misconduct or gross negligence of the Photographer or Doula and the Photographer or Doula is adjudged to be guilty of willful misconduct or gross negligence by a court of competent jurisdiction or through arbitration. The liability of Photographer and Doula to the Client shall be limited to the total value of the contract and may not exceed the contracted price.
I agree

SETTLEMENT BY ARBITRATION: Any claim or controversy that arises out of or related to this agreement, or the breach of it, shall be settled by arbitration in accordance with the rules of the American Arbitration Association. Judgement upon the award rendered may be entered in any court with jurisdiction. THE SOLE BASIS UPON WHICH EITHER PARTY MAY APPEAL THE DECISION OF THE ARBITRATOR IS EVIDENT PARTIALITY. THE PARTIES WAIVE ALL OTHER RIGHTS TO APPEAL FROM A DECISION OF THE ARBITRATOR.
I agree

LIMITED EFFECT OF WAIVER BY PHOTOGRAPHER: Should Photographer or Doula waive breach of any provision of this agreement by Client, that waiver will not operate or be construed as a waiver of further breach by the Photographer or Doula. 
I agree

SEVERABILITY: If, for any reason, any provision of this agreement is held invalid, all other provisions of this agreement shall remain in effect.
I agree

CHOICE OF LAW: This agreement shall be governed by the laws of Washington. In the event of a legal dispute, the venue shall reside in Pierce County, Washington.
I agree

ATTORNEY’S FEES: If either party shall bring an action against the other by reason of any alleged breach of any covenant, provision or condition hereof, each party will be responsible for their own attorney’s fees.
I agree

AMBIGUITIES: The parties acknowledge that each party materially participated in the drafting of this agreement and consequently the rule of contract interpretation that ambiguities be construed against the drafter shall not apply.
I agree

FORCE MAJEURE: Each party shall be excused from performance of this agreement if the fulfillment of any terms or provisions of this contract delayed or prevented by conditions beyond its control including, but not limited to Acts of God, Government restrictions, wars, insurrections and / or any other cause beyond the reasonable control of the party whose performance is affected. Should this situation occur, the retainer and any other funds paid by the Client will be returned to the Client.
I agree

INDEMNIFICATION: The Photographer and Doula shall not be held for any and all injuries to Client, their guests or employees during the course of the photographic session and the immediate surroundings. Any direction issued to clients, their guests or employees are deemed to be at said persons own risk.
I agree

MODEL RELEASE: 
Client for good and valuable consideration, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, hereby irrevocably authorize Photographer and Doula, their studios, employees, heirs, legal representatives, licensees, and assignees, to use images of Client and their property, and authorize Photographer and Doula to use and publish photographs, pictures, portraits or images herein described in any and all forms and media and in all manners including composite images or digitally manipulated representations, and for the purpose of publicity, illustration, sale to third parties, commercial art, advertising, publishing (including publishing in electronic form on CDs or internet websites), for any product or services, or other lawful uses as may be determined by Photographer or Doula. I further waive any and all rights under Washington State Legislature Chapter 9.73 RCW regarding privacy and the right to review or approve any uses of the images, any written copy or finished product. 
Client herby warrant that they are adults of legal age and have every right to contract in the State of Washington in their own name in the above regard. I state further that I have read the above authorization and release prior to the execution, and that I am fully familiar with its contents.


READ CAREFULLY AND SIGN BELOW: I have read and agreed to the provisions of this agreement. I agree the terms characterize a valid and true representation of the services requested by the Client for the Event. I have not altered or changed any part of this agreement and understand that doing so may constitute a criminal offense under the laws of this state. 

[bookmark: _Hlk6836166]Client Signature Agreement: ____________________________________________________________ 	   Date: ____________________

Print Client First and Last Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________


Client Signature Agreement: ____________________________________________________________ 	   Date: ____________________

Print Client First and Last Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________


[bookmark: _Hlk6520921]Photographer Signature Agreement: _____________________________________________________	   Date: ____________________

Print Photographer First and Last Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________


Doula Signature Agreement: ____________________________________________________________	   Date: ____________________

[bookmark: _GoBack]Print Doula Frist and Last Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________
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